











Are you of Hispanic origin, such as Mexican American, Latin American, Puerto Rican, or Cuban?

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q750 Do you haveteacher certification, or not?

1 Yes 99%

2 No *

8 Not sure -

9 Decline to answer *
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q760 Gender

1 Male 25%

2 Female 75%
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q765 What isyour year of birth?

Mean (Including 0) 1960
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q770

1 Y es, of Hispanic origin

2 No, not of Hispanic origin

8 Not sure

9 Decline to answer
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q775 Doyou consider yoursdlf...?

01
02
03
04
05
06
96
98
99

White

Black

African American

Asian or Pacific Islander

Native American or Alaskan native
Mixed racia background

Other race

Not sure

Decline to answer

5%
94%
*

1%

87%
2%
3%

*  F X

2%
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HARRISINTERACTIVE
METLIFE: SURVEY OF THE AMERICAN TEACHER SURVEY 2007
PARENT SURVEY

‘ SECTION 400: SAMPLE PRELOAD VARIABLESAND SCREENING

BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS
Q102 Areyou...?

1 Male 51%
2 Female 49%

BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS
Q104 Inwhat year were you born?

BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS
Q105 Agecomputed from birth year

1 25-34 15%
2 35-44 23%
3 45-54 40%
4 55+ 21%

BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS
Q110 Inwhich country or region do you currently reside?

244 United States ~ 100%

BASE: U.S RESIDENTS (0Q110/244)
Q410 U.S. Region - Harris Interactive Definition

1 East 21%
2 Midwest 22%
3 South 36%
4 West 20%

BASE: U.S. RESIDENTS (Q110/244)
Q420 How many children under the age of 18 live in your household?

MEAN=2

BASE: HASCHILDREN UNDER AGE 18 IN HOUSEHOL D (Q420/1-15)
Q422 Areyou the parent or guardian of any of the children that live in your household?

1 Yes 100%

BASE: PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF CHILD UNDER 18 (Q422/1)
Q425 How many of your children were enrolled in public school in the following grades during this past
school year (2006-2007)?

1 Kindergarten — 3" grade MEAN=1.3
2 4" — 6" grade MEAN=1.1
3 7" — 9" grade MEAN=1.1
4 10" — 12" grade MEAN=1.1
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BASE: HASCHILD IN GRADESK-12 (Q465/1-24)
Q466 FINAL GRADE ASSIGNMENT
[HIDDEN COMPUTE QUESTION DO NOT DISPLAY]

01 Kindergarten — 3" grade 29%
02 4" — 6" grade 23%
03 7" — 9" grade 24%
04 10" — 12" grade 24%

BASE: ALL U.S. RESPONDENTS (Q110/244)
Q435 Areyou of Hispanic origin, such as Latin American, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban?

1 Y es, of Hispanic origin 16%
2 No, not of Hispanic origin 82%
9 Decline to answer 2%

BASE: ALL U.SRESPONDENTS (0110/244)
Q440 Do you consider yoursdlf...?

01 White 75%
02 Black 12%
03 Asian or Pacific Islander 1%
04 Native American or Alaskan native 1%
08 African American 3%
05 Mixed racia background 1%
06 Other race 5%
94 Decline to answer 1%

‘ SECTION 500: SCHOOL QUALITY AND SUPPORT

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q505 For the remainder of this survey we are going to ask you some questions about your child in
[INSERT TEXT SUBSTITUTION BASED ON Q466].

What gradeis this child in?

1 Kindergarten 7%
2 1% grade 6%
3 2" grade 8%
4 39 grade 9%
5 4" grade 8%
6 5" grade 7%
7 6" grade 7%
8 7" grade 6%
9 8" grade 9%
10 9" grade 10%
11 10" grade 7%
12 11" grade 11%
13 12" grade 6%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q510 How old isthischild?

MEAN=11.6
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BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q515 Isthischild aboy or agirl?

1 Boy 58%
2 Girl 42%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q520 Istheschool that your [INSERT TEXT SUBSTITUTION BASED ON Q505] currently
attends...?

1 In an urban or city area 33%
2 In a suburban area next to acity 37%
3 Inasmall town or rural area 30%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS[TREND 1987]
Q525 Thefollowing are several aspects on which public schools can be judged. How would you rate
your child's school on each of the following?

Q526
Excellent  Good Fair Poor

1 The qualifications and competence 30% 49% 18% 3%
of teachersin your school

2 The amount of homework assigned 15% 46% 30% 9%
by the school

3 The amount of support for the school 34% 46% 16% 5%
shown by the parents

4 The quality of the homework assigned 19% 48% 28% 5%
by the school

5 The availability and responsiveness of 34% 41% 19% 6%
teachers when you need to contact them

6 The relations between parents and 34% 44% 18% 4%
teachersin your school

7 The overall quality of the education that 31% 47% 19% 3%

your child receives [ANCHOR]

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q530 Do you agree or disagree with each statement about your child’s school? (TREND 1987)

Disagree Agree
1 Our school does agood job of 24% 76%
encouraging parental involvement in
educational areas
2 Our school does not give parents the 79% 21%
opportunity for any meaningful roles
3 Our school only contacts parents when 57% 43%

there is a problem with their child
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BASE:

ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Never

5%

10%

24%

37%

Q535 Hasyour child's school provided you with information on how to do each of the following?
Yes No
1 Help your child with homework 2% 28%
assignments
2 Motivate your child 67% 33%
3 Help your child develop good 2% 28%
study habits
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q540 How often do you do each of the following?
Morethan 2.or 3x/  Once.
xlyear year year
1 Meet in person with ateacher or school 30% 48% 17%
official one-on-one
2 Talk on the telephone with a teacher or 27% 40% 23%
aschool officia
3 Exchange written notesor emailswitha ~ 32% 28% 16%
teacher or school official about some
problem your child is having
4 Visit the school to observe classes, 19% 27% 17%
speak to a class or help ateacher with
their work
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q550 How often does your child's teacher discuss your child’s homework assignments with you?
Please include written notes or emails, telephone conversations or face-to-face meetings.
1 Never 19%
2 Once ayear 9%
3 2 or 3times ayear 35%
4 Every other month 10%
5 Once amonth 13%
6 Once aweek or more 14%
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q555 How satisfied are you with the frequency of contact you have with your [INSERT TEXT

SUBSTITUTION BASED ON Q505]’ s teachers and school ?

1 Very dissatisfied 44%
2 Somewhat dissatisfied 28%
3 Somewhat satisfied 19%
4 Very satisfied 9%
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BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q557 Whoisthe parent or guardian in your household who is most familiar with your [INSERT TEXT
SUBSTITUTION BASED ON Q505 R]’s daily school-related activities?

1 | am 66%
2 Another parent/guardian 20%
3 Another parent/guardian and | are equally familiar  14%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q560 Haveyou ever felt awkward or reluctant about approaching a teacher to talk with them about your
child?

1 Yes 15%
2 No 85%

‘ SECTION 600: VIEWSON HOMEWORK

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q600 Next, we'dliketo ask afew questions about homework.

In atypical school week, how often is your child assigned homework?

1 Less often than one day aweek 4%
2 1 or 2 days aweek 17%
3 3 or 4 days aweek 41%
4 Every day 36%
5 My child does not receive homework 1%
9 Not sure 1%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q602 On atypical school day (Monday — Friday), how much time does your [INSERT TEXT
SUBSTITUTION BASED ON Q505] spend doing homework?

1 None 3%
2 5 minutes 3%
3 15 minutes 10%
4 30 minutes 21%
5 45 minutes 12%
6 1 hour 21%
7 11/2 hours 12%
8 2 hours 10%
9 2 Y hours 3%
10 3 hours or more 4%
99 Not sure 4%
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BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Q605 On atypical weekend day, how much time does your child spend doing homework?

None

5 minutes

15 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

1 hour

1 1/2 hours

2 hours

2 Y hours
0 3 hours or more
9 Not sure

OERPr OoO~NOOUTA,WNPE

37%
2%
10%
14%
9%
10%
6%
5%
1%
2%
6%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Q607 When teachers assign homework to your child, how often does he/she complete it on time and

completely? (TREND 1994-mod)

Never

Hardly ever
Sometimes

Nearly aways

Not sure

Teachers never assign
homework to my child

OO WNER

2%
12%
82%
2%
6%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Q610 How often does your child discuss his’/her homework with you?

Rarely or never
Once amonth
Every other week
Once aweek

2-3 times aweek
Every day

aprhwoNBR

15%
7%
4%
8%
26%
40%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Q612 During this school year, which of the following have you done so that your child could do his/her
homework? Please select all that apply.

Helped with a project

abrhwNPE

(e.g. thelibrary, awebsite)
96 Something else
97 None of these

Arranged for someone to help your child with homework
Reviewed, proofed or checked homework assignments
Talked about homework assignments with your child

Suggested placesto go for information or help with homework

18%
73%
78%
70%
64%

10%
3%
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BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q620  Which of the following rules about homework, if any, do you have for your [INSERT TEXT
SUBSTITUTION BASED ON Q505]? Please select al that apply.

1 Homework is to be completed before he/she can do 70%
something el se that they want to do (such as play with a
friend, watch TV or play video games)

2 Homework is to be completed before he/she can participate 41%
in extracurricular activities (such as sports or clubs)

3 My child has to show a parent or other adult that his/her 45%
homework is completed

4 Homework is to be completed in aquiet place 52%

5 Homework is to be completed at a particular time of day 50%

96 Something else 2%

99 None— I don’t have any rules about homework 11%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q625 How prepared do you feel to help your child with his’her homework?

1 Not prepared 5%

2 Somewhat prepared 38%
3 Prepared 27%
4 Very prepared 30%

BASE: QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q628 Inwhich subjects do you feel |ess than well-prepared to help your child? Please check all that

apply.

1 Math 43%
2 English or Reading 10%
3 Science 19%
4 Social Studies or History 7%

5 Foreign Language 43%
96 Something else 1%

97 None —1 feel well-prepared in 24%

all of my child's subjects

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q640 Do you think your child’ s teachers assign too much homework, too little homework or the right
amount of homework?

1 Too much homework 15%
2 Too little homework 25%
3 Theright amount of homework 60%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q650 Inyour opinion, how important is doing homework?

1 Very important 56%
2 Important 25%
3 Somewhat important 17%
4 Not important 3%
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BASE: THINK HOMEWORK ISIMPORTANT (Q650/1,2)

Q655  Why do you think homework is [INSERT RESPONSE IN Q650]?

BASE: THINK HOMEWORK ISSOMEWHAT/NOT IMPORTANT (Q650/3,4)

Enhances learning/Understanding material

Teacheslife skills

Teaches academic skills
Helps children in college/work place
Helps students learn to do things on their own

Other mentions
None/Nothing
Don't’ know
Decline/No Answer

56%
19%
16%
4%
5%
10%
3%
1%
6%

Q657 Why do you think homework is[only somewhat/not important-INSERT RESPONSE IN Q650]?

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Believe that children should learn in school
and have family time at home
Assign more work than actually needed

It should not reinforce what they learned in class that day
Positive (general)
Too much stress
Busy work

Teachers are not helpful
Not enough time to do homework

Other mentions
Don’t know

Q660

43%

9%
4%
5%
4%
3%
2%
2%

22%
10%

In your opinion how much of the homework that is assigned to students in your child’s schooal is

just busywork and is not related to what they are learning in school ?

O~ WNPE

A great dea
Some

Very little
None

Not sure

9%
31%
41%
11%
8%
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BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q670 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Strongly  Somewhat Somewhat — Strongly Not
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree  Sure
1 My child hasenough timeto do 61% 23% 10% 4% 3%
all of his’her homework
2 Studentsin my child'sschool make  10% 11% 17% 34% 29%
fun of those students who always
do their homework
3 Doing homework helps students 59% 29% 6% 4% 2%
learn more in school
4  Homework develops students 70% 23% 2% 4% *
sense of responsibility
5  Homework makes learning fun 17% 37% 25% 13% 8%
6  Teachers should assign homework 13% 20% 24% 40% 3%
to be completed during school
vacations
7  Studentsshould do their homework — 12% 38% 30% 19% 1%
without help from their parents
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q672 What do you think will be the first thing your child will do after high school?
1 Work full-time 5%
2 Join the military 5%
3 Goto college 70%
99 Not sure 18%
96 Something else 2%
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q674 How much do you think doing homework will help your child reach his’her goals after high
school?
1 Not help at all 5%
2 Help alittle 31%
3 Help alot 64%
BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q676 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Strongly  Somewhat Somewhat  Strongly
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
1 Helping my child with homework isan 40% 47% 9% 5%
opportunity for usto talk and spend time
together
2 The time my child spends doing homework 5% 17% 25% 53
getsin the way of our family spending time
together
3 Homework isamajor source of stress and 11% 18% 24% 47

disagreement in our family
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BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS
Q680 Ingenera, do you think your child gets enough sleep?

1 Yes 70%
2 No 30%

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Q690 Next, we'd like to ask you about some criticisms that are sometimes made of parents. How many

parents do you think do the following?

Most Many Some
Hardly
any
1 Neglect to see that their children’s 13% 51% 33% 3%
homework gets done
2 Taketoo little interest in their children's  13% 47% 37% 3%
education
3 Fail to motivate their children so that 12% 47% 37% 5%

they want to learn in school

BASE: ALL QUALIFIED RESPONDENTS

Q695 What do you think your child’'s school should know about how homework affects your child's

life?

Genera (NET)

Need balance between homework and other activities
Don't give so much homework
Time taken to complete homework
Children need homework
Lack of under standing/knowledge to do homework
Everything
Learning and Development (NET)
Enhances learning
Helps develop responsibility
Helps them prepare for future
Reinforces what was learned in class
Other learning and devel opment mentions
Staff/Teachers
Stress
Other mentions
None/Nothing
Don't know
Decline to answer/No answer

BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS

Q216 What isthe highest level of education you have completed or the highest degree you have

received?
High school or less 37%
Some college 46%

Collegedegreeor more  17%

36%
7%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%
19%
6%
5%
4%
3%
7%
4%
4%
5%
16%
9%
10%
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BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS

Q210 What isyour employment status? Please check all that apply.

Retired
Student

OO, WNEE

Employed full time
Employed part time
Self-employed

Not employed, but looking for work
Not employed and not looking for work

Homemaker

BASE: ALL RESPONDENTS

52%
13%
10%
2%
1%
9%
3%
23%

Q232  Which of the following income categories best describes your total 2006 household after taxes?

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
994

Less than $15,000
$15,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $124,999
$125,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $199,999
$200,000 to $249,999
$250,000 or more
Decline to answer

5%
8%
7%
13%
20%
13%
16%
6%
3%
1%
*

7%
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Since 1984, MetLife has conducted this series of surveys that bring
the views and voices of those closest to the classroom to the
attention of policymakers and the public. Conducted by Harris
Interactive, survey topics have changed to address key issues over the
years — from reform to violence — but the premise remains the same:
to give voice to teachers and others most familiar with classroom
realities and most affected by education reform. The following is a
list of the surveys in the series to date.

¢ The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher, 2006,
Expectations and Experiences examines the expectations of
teachers upon entering the profession, factors that drive
career satisfaction, and the perspectives of principals and
education leaders on successful teacher preparation and long-
term support.

¢ The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher, 2004-2005,
Transitions and the Role of Supportive Relationships
examines the experiences of teachers, principals and
secondary school students entering a new school; the degree
to which personal connections affect their attitudes toward
work and school; and the importance, and challenges of,
parent involvement.

¢ The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher, 2003, An
Examination of School Leadership explores the attitudes and
opinions of teachers, principals, parents and students
regarding school leadership; the role of the school leader in
establishing the school's atmosphere; and relationships among
members of the school community.

¢ The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher, 2002: Student
Life: School, Home & Community focuses on student life by
asking students and teachers their opinions on what students
worry about, whether they participate in activities outside the
school day and what parents know about their children’s lives.

¢ The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher, 2001: Key
Elements of Quality Schools explores how teachers, principals
and students evaluate their own school on key measures of an
effective school environment, such as: teacher quality, school
building conditions, standards and expectations and
relationships between key groups.

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher, 2000:
Are We Preparing Students for the 21st Century? examines
teachers’, students’, and parents’ views on where students are
headed and how prepared they will be to reach their future
goals.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1999: Violence In America’s Public Schools: Five Years
Later revisits issues addressed in the 1993 study, and
compares current findings with the state of affairs five
years ago. This survey investigates the issue of school
violence from the perspectives of students, teachers and
law enforcement officers.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher, 1998:
Building Family-School Partnerships: Views of Teachers and
Students revisits issues addressed in the 1987 survey and
compares and contrasts current teacher opinions on parental
involvement in education with those of a decade ago. This
report focuses primarily on the various ways parents can be
actively involved with their children’s education.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher, 1997:
Examining Gender Issues in Public Schools examines the
opinions of teachers and students on topics related to
students’ future goals and aspirations in the classroom.
Gender differences and similarities are the primary focus of
the report.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher, 1996,
Students Voice Their Opinions on:

— Violence, Social Tension and Equality Among Teens—
Part I, is the first in a series of four 1996 releases of
students’ opinions that provide insight and
understanding to the issues of violence and social
tension in the nation’s public schools. (Out of print)

— Their Education, Teachers and Schools—Part Il,
provides students' views on their education and
where improvements are most needed.

— Learning About Values and Principles in School—Part Ill,
gives the education community a general understanding
of students’ receptivity to learning about values and
principles of right and wrong in the classroom. (Out of
print)

— Learning About Multiculturalism—Part IV, assesses
students’ opinions and interests about multicultural
topics and provides an important and encouraging
message to educators about the likely benefits if
multiculturalism is given greater attention in the schools.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1984-1995, Old Problems, New Challenges revisits concerns
addressed in our first survey, in an attempt to find out
whether the educational system has changed after years of
intensive reform efforts. (Out of print)



e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1994, Violence in America’s Public Schools: The Family
Perspective examines the contrasting views of parents and
students about what goes on in and around the school
building.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1993, Violence in America’s Public Schools illustrates the
concerns of teachers, students and law enforcement officers
across the country, about the increasing violence and fears of
violence in their schools.

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1993, Teachers Respond to President Clinton’s Education
Proposals provides valuable insight into what teachers
believe needs to be done to make our schools safe and
productive places for learning.

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1992, The Second Year: New Teachers' Expectations and
Ideals revisits the new teachers after completing two years of
teaching in America’s classrooms.

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1991, The First Year: New Teachers Expectations and
Ideals returns to the cohort of new teachers who entered the
classroom in the fall of 1990 and gauges their attitudes as
they conclude their first year in the classroom.

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1990, New Teachers: Expectations and Ideals-Part |
Entering the Classroom examines the views of first-time
teachers entering the classroom in the fall of 1990.

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1989, Preparing Schools for the 1990s looks back at the
changes in education through the 1980's and looks ahead to
the changes teachers say would improve education.

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1988, Strengthening the Relationship Between Teachers
and Students includes the views of students in grades 4-12,
and focuses on minority teachers’ satisfaction with teaching
and ways to increase their participation in the profession.
(Executive summary available)

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1987, Strengthening Links Between Home and School
includes the views of parents of America’s schoolchildren and
reveals how parents and teachers are united in their
commitment to educating America’s youth. (Out of print)

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of American the Teacher,
1986, Restructuring the Teaching Profession explores the
current structure of the teaching profession and ways to
restructure it. (Executive summary available)

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of Former Teachers in
America, 1986 reflects the views of those who left the
teaching profession for other occupations. (Out of print)

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1985, Strengthening the Profession examines teachers' own
agenda for educational reform. (Out of print)

¢ The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1984 analyzes attitudes of elementary and secondary school
teachers toward both public education in the United States
and educational reform. (Out of print)

MINI-SURVEYS—TEACHERS’ VIEWS ON
CURRENT ISSUES IN EDUCATION

o The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1991, Coming to Terms probes emerging problems related to
tightened school budgets. (Out of print)

e The Metropolitan Life Survey of the American Teacher,
1992, Ready or Not: Grade Level Preparedness examines
teachers’ perspectives on an issue that is key to the new
national education goals. (Out of print)

e The series also includes several reports on individual states —
two surveys of California teachers and one of New York
teachers — whose questions parallel the 1984 and 1985
nationwide studies. (Out of print)

ALSO AVAILABLE:

® Preparing Schools for the 1990s: An Essay Collection
contains the views of distinguished education leaders
including Theodore R. Sizer, Albert Shanker, Michael W. Kirst,
and Floretta Dukes McKenzie who discuss recent and future
directions in the efforts to improve our public schools.

Copies of The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher are
available while in print, by writing to: MetLife Survey of the
American Teacher, 27-01 Queens Plaza North, New York, NY
11101, Visit our website at http://www.metlife.com to download a
copy of this survey. The 2006, 2004-2005, 2003, 2002, 2001 and
2000 surveys and executive summaries of the 1999 and 1998
surveys are also available on the website.
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